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For though I preach the goſp el, 1 24 nothing 2 wa. of: for ne- 

ceffry. . en me; yea; wo is unto 1 if 1 probe not thi goſpel. 
| GAE, 1:6 7. 

1 Ant „** ye are ſo ſoon 794 5 from him thar talled you into 
the grace of Chrift, unto another goſpel ! which is not atiother z but 
there 2 . that trouble you and would perv ert the goſpel of Chriſt. 

e. 1; 17. 

For I am nor Aer of the goſpel of Chriſt: for it is the power 
of God unto ſalvation, to every one that believe, & c. For therein 
= the righteouſneſs of. God revealed frogs faith to faich, & c. 


ad. 


— 


Nog enim vert poſſumus Amte, ignorantionem differentis 
legis & eyangelii,, plurimis maximiſque erroribus occaſionem præ- 
buille, . quibus hedi> chriſtiaua religio perturbatur : 2 That is, 
For we can truly affirm this; that the Ignoxrance of the difference 
of the law and goſpel þas afforded occaſion. to the molt. and grea- 
reſt Errours, with which the chriſtian religion is at this day difturbed. 


Bead Confel. Chciſt, fid. cap. iv. H. 23. 5758. Lond. 1575. 
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The Preface to the READER. 


HE occaſion of preaching and priv- 
ll ting the following ſermon is thin. 
I was deſired by the miniſters that 
meet ſometimes at Newcaſtle 751; 
Tyne zo preach at Mr. Wood“ 
ordination as Darlington, July 
Well 17. 1728. if the reverend MH. 

— Thompſon of Stockton ref1//e; 
be refuſed, and therefore I preached according to 11 
promiſe. After ſome conſideration, &c. what tex! 19 
preach upon, I fixed upon the following 1 Cor. i. 17. 
and delivered from it ſuch truths as I did then, aud 
ao ftill believe, are agreeable to the holy ſcriptires: 
Ter ſeveral weeks after the preaching of it, it was e- 
preſented, (as I was credibly inform d)] as a ſermon eu. 
roneous, and of dangerous tendency; or as contatning 
in it a doctrine that ill conſequences might be dra 
from, for this and other reaſons I am willing to print 
it; and that thereby I may give my reveren brethren 
in the miniſiry a fair opportunity to correct that where- 
in they judge I err; and if any one of them will be [0 


kind as to ſhew me one erring ſentence in this ſermon, 


er I declare I do not yet know any, I will be very 
- . thankful, and publickly retract it. It is true there ha 
. fome letters paſi'd betwixt the reverend Mr. Bourne 


of South-Shields and me, but not any thing have I re- 
ceived from him to convince me that my ſermon con- 
rains errour, but much that may juſtly greaten the 
occaſion of printing it, or any thing elſe, that may be 
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neither precept, nor threatning in it, and is neither 


The PREFACE, | til 
a means through the bleſſing of the Lord, to put a flop 
to growing errour. I have not added to, nor taken 
away any word from thoſe Sentences, which accord- 
ing to the report the charge was grounded on. I have 
added ſome things, and ſeveral Quotations, 

I do readily own, that in ſtudying and preaching the 
ſermon I did not ſeek to pleaſe any man, but (1 N. | 
to pleaſe God that tries the heart, and to profit tl, f 
that heard it, bf 

What I have ſaid concerning the goſpel's being a pure 
doctrine f grace, about it's being taken largely and 
improperly, ſtrictly and properly, and diſtinguiſhed 
from the Law; and that ſtrictly and properly ta- 
ken, and diſtinguiſhed from the Law, the goſpel has 


new nor old law, yea, nor any law at all; 7s no other 
than what our retormers, and many eminent prote- 
ſtant writers have ſaid, both ancient and modern, as 
appears from the Quotations in the ſermon, And that 
this may be more evident, and that phat they have ſaid 
77 truth, Iwill give you a few quotations and the ar- 
guments that have, or may be advanced, to prove that 
the goſpel is no law; and that the opinion that the 
gaſpel is a new law 7s a very great and dangerous 
errour, ER FR eſe | | 

I will firfl give you a few quotations, Phil. Me-. 
lancton ſaith, It is neceſſary that the precepts arid - 
pardon of fin be diſcriminated, and that a difference 
be put between precepts and promiſes, and alfo be- 
tween the promiſes of meer grace, and thoſe which 
are not ſo. And by theſe lines (as Mr. Goodwin 
ſaith) be draws the deſcription, of the oppoſite natures 
of law and goſpel; that the firſt is a dottrine of pre- 


cepts, the other a dofrine of promiſes. Our adver- 


faries, ſaith Melancton, ( ſpeaking of the papiſts ) 
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iv The PREFACE. 
| * tho? they bawl out that they teach the goſpel, yet 
becauſe they do not inſtruc the people concerning 
reconciliation with God freely of pure grace, the 

leave conſciences in doubt, and for the goſpel hack 
the law. John Calvin ſaith, Now I take the goſpel 
for the clear diſcloſing of the myſtery of Chriſt, [ 
grant truly, that in that reſpect that Paul calls the 
goſpel the doctrine of faith, all the promiſes that 
we here and there find in the law, concerning the 
free forgiveneſs of ſins, whereby God reconciles 
men to himſelf, are accounted parts thereof. Where 
upon follows, that in taking the name of the go 
pel largely, there are contained under it all the tc- 
ſtimonics, that God in the old time gave to the 
fathers, of his mercy and fatherly favour : But in 
the more excellent ſignification of it, I fay it is 
applied to the publiſhing of the grace given in 
Chriſt, They (faith he) who have not apyrehen- 
ded theſe things, (vis. that Chriſt did not come 10 
give new laws, but to interpret the old, and to reſtore 
27 to it's true ſpiritual meaning, of which he larec/y 
diſcourſes before) have feigned Chriſt to be ago- 
ther Moſes, the maker of an evangelical law, which 


_ "ſhould have ſupplied the defect of that of Mo/:-. 


Whereupon comes that common principle of perfecti- 
on of the law of the goſpel, which far paſſes the old 
law, [which is a moſt pernicious opinion}. 

Beza ſaith, for whereas the goſpel propounded by 
Moſes under legal figures, &c. was therefore pub- 
lithed to the world, that we may be freely juſtiſicd 
and ſanctified in Chriſt, apprehended by faith, 3+ 
we have in it's proper place copiouſly demonſtrated. 
They (viz. the papiſts) on the contrary think the 
evangelical doctrine to be nothing elſe but a certain 
law, more perfect than that of Moſes. Ton may 0. 


We ſerve 
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The PREFACE: v 


ſerve that this pious and learned man rejects tbe no 
tion of the goſpel's being @ law, as an article of the 
popith faith. | 


Zanchius ſaith, but the goſpel which is the other 


eſſential part of holy ſcripture, is a doctrine or ſcri- 
pture, which declares free ſalvation in Chriſt by 
faith. In another Diſcourſe, Zanchius tells us, that 


the goſpel is the joyful preaching of that eternal and 
free love of God (this is eternal election) towards us 


in his beloved ſon Chriſt. 


Theſe with ſeveral other quotations you have in Mr. 
Tho. Goodwin's diſcourſe of the true nature of the - 


goſpel, pag. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 


To theſe ( ſaith he) I might add a cloud of other 
witneſſes, to evince that it was the faith which uni- 
verſally obtaincdamong all the reformed churches i |} 
ſeveral nations, and was earneſtly maintained by all 
proteſtant writers againſt the papiſts, hat the goſpel, 
in the peculiar nature of it, is no other than a Sytem 


of Promiſes, 2 Diſcovery of God's Mercy and grace 


in Chrift and @ proclamation of free pardon and juſti-„ 
"fication, Lambertus Danzus, Mart. Chemnitius, 
Oſnaldus Myconius, David Pareus, Dan. Chamier, 
Joan. Gerrardus, Ant. Walleus, Aitingius, And. Ri- 
vetus, with inmemerable others, write harmontioully 


in the ſame ſtrain. 


Now is it not pity, ſad, and lamentable that this do- 
arine ſbould be counted erroneous and dangerous, op- 
poſed and reproached, yea denied, and the popiſn o- 
pinion preached up by ſuch as profeſs themſelves pro- 
teſtants; tbo" they are againſt this and other proteſtant | 

doctrines, which are clearly revealed in the ſcriptures, | | 
which are the word of God, I will give a few more of | 
gur proteſtant divines that haue taught the ſame clo- 
ctrine. Biſhop eee, in his anſwer to the 7 | 
| 3 ey 
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vi The PREFACE. 

Bellarmine's A ertion, That in the goſpel is contai- 
ned the doctrine of works, and divers laws, and that 
the promiſes thereof require the condition of fulfil- 
ing the law, ſaith, © His intent (viz, Bellarmine's) 
in this is to diſprove that difference, which we 


| For the 
better underſtanding whereof, we are to diſtinguiſh the 


terms both of the law and goſpel : which are uſed ſome- 


times more "argely, ſometimes more ſtrictly and pro- 
perly. More 


argely, Thorah the law fignifies the 


whole doctrine of the old teſtament, whether written 


And contained in the books of Moſes, the Prophets, 


and the Pſalms, &c. In this large ſence the evange- 
| lical promiſes made in the old teſtament are contained 


in the law, tho' properly belonging to the goſpel, 2:5 
 Bellarmine confeſſes : The promiſes of remiſſion of ſins 
tho they be in the prophets, they do not belong to the 


law, but to the goſpel. So more largely the goſpel is 
taken for the whole dotrine of the new teſtament, whe- 


| 
! 


* 
* 


| ther written by the apoſtles and evangeliſts, or 8 
Mar. xiii. 10. Rom. X. 16. Gal. ii. 5, 14. 

19. Col, i. 5. Phil. i. 27. 2 Theſ. i. 8. Thus the 
biſſories of the life and death of Chriſt are called goſ- 


pheſ. vi. 


pels. Mar. i. 1. Matth. xxvi. 13. In this large ſenſe 


it is truely ſaid, that the precepts, promiſes, and 
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comminations of the law are contained in the goſpel. 


More ſtrictly and properly the law fjgnifies the Co- 


'venant of Works, which is alſo called the law of 


works, Rom. iii. 27. 
Likewiſe wayyiaur, the goſpel which imports good 
tidings, ſignifies more ſtrictly and properly the cove- 


pant of” grace, which ts alſo called the law of” faith, 


Rom. iii. 27. And the word of faith, Rom. x. 8. 
\\7phich freely promiſes juſtification, and right of ſal- 


13 
1 


pation 30 al iba believe in Chriſt, Joh, Iii. 15, 16, 
e ä 3 x 
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The PREFACE. © vii 


&c. Rom. iii. 24, &c. This doctrine of God concern- 
ing ſalvation by Chriſt thro faith, which properly is 
the goſpel, Luke iv. 18. Matth. xi. 5. Rom. i. 16, 
17. Acts xv. 7. Gal. i. 6. and iii. 8. Acts x. 36. 7s 
called the Goſpel of Grace, Acts xx. 24. The word 
F reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18. The goſpel of peace, 
Epheſ. vi. 15. This doctrine teaches us, that our gra- 
cious God out of his mere grace having elected his 
children in Chriſt before all times, did in the fulneſs 
of time ſend down his ſon to ſave us: and that the be- 
nejits of the Meſſias might be applied unto us, vonch- 
ſafes unto us the oſhel of grace, by which according 
to the purpoſe of 72 grace given unto us in Chriſt be- 
fore all ſecular times, (2 Tim. i. 9.) he calls us work- 
ing in us the grace of faith. — But as thofe promiſes 
and doctrine of grace contained in the old Teſtament, 
did not belong to the law properly which is the co- 
venant of works, but to the goſpel which is the cove- 
nant f grace: So in the books of the new teſtament, 
divers precepts, comminations, and promiſes are con- 
tained, which belong not properly to the goſpel, which 
75 the covenant of grace and law of faith, ur 70 the 
law of works. Treat. Juſtif. lib. vii. cap. iv. F. 2, 4, 
5.. pag. 464, 465, 466, 467. Mr. Pemble, in his an- 
/wer to Bellarmine, who had afferted that the goſpel 
contained comminations and threatnings as the law 
doth, ſaith, Altho', by a Synecdoche of the chiefeft 
and moſt excellent part, the whole dottrine and mini- 
y of Chrift and his apoſtles with their ſucceſſors, be 


called the dofrine of the goſpel, and the miniflry of 


ihe goſpel : yet all things which they preached or wrote, 
. 1s not the goſpel properly ſo called but as Motes 
chiefly deliver'd the law unto the jews, tho' yet ith 
all be wrote of Chriſt, and ſo in part revealed tinto 
them the goſpel: So Chriſt and bis miniſters, 7% 
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vin The PREFACE. 
they chiefly preached the goſpel, yet they in it's place 
urge the law wit hal, as that which has it's ſingular 


ue in furthering our chriſtian faith and practice. 
be 


re fore when we ſpeak of the goſpel 4s oppoſite to 
the law, it is à jeſuitical equivocation to take it i, 
this large ſenſe; for the whole doctrine of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, preached by them, and written for us in 
the books of the new teſtament, . We follow the apo- 


ile in this difpute of juſtification, Gal. iii. And ac- 


cording as he doth take the goſpel ſtrictly for the pro- 
miſe of juſtification and life made unto man in Chriſt 
Jeſus. This is in proper terms the goſpel, ( viz.) 
that ſpecial doctrine touching man's redemption and re- 
conciliation with God by means. of Jeſus Chriſt; 5 
revelation whereof was indeed | ‘ö. the glad- 
eſt tidings that were ever brought to the ear of mor- 
tal man. Which goſpel in ſtrict terms the angels preach. 
ed, Luke ii. 10, 11. Behold J bring you glad ti- 
dings of great joy, &. And afterward Chriſt an 
bis apoſiles fully explained the myſteries thereof unto 
the world, According to this neceſſary diſtin&ion, 
we anſwer: that if we take the goſpel in that large 


acception, it is true which Bellarmine has; that the 


golpel contains in it the doctrine of works, (vix.) the 


Sy 2 2292 — 2 — . * 
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moral law, even the very ſame precepts, prohibiti- 


ons, threatnings and promiſes which are delivered in 


be law. — hut hence it follows not, that the goſpel 


properly ſ% taken, is to be confounded as one and 
te ſame thing with the law, becauſe the law is con- 
Joyned with it in the preachings and writings .of the 


miniſters of the new teſtament. They ſtill are divided 


in their nature and offices. Vind. grat. & fid. Treat. 


oſt, F 4. chap, i. pag. 218. 219. | 
Myr. Ant. Burgeſs ſaith, If the goſpel be taken 
trick! y, It is not 3 dactrine of regentance, or holy 
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works; but a meer gracious promiſe of Chri# to the 


broken heart for ſin; and doth comprehend no more 
than the glad tidings of a ſaviour, —But in a ſtrict 
"ſenſe it's only @ promiſe of Chriſt, and his benefits : 
and in this ſenſe we may ſay, the goſpel doth not ter- 
rifie, or accuſe. Indeed there are woful threatnings 
to him that rejes Chriſt, yea, more ſevere than to 
him that refuſed Moſes : but this ariſes from the law 
joyned in practical uſe with the goſpel. And in this 
ſenſe alſo it is ſaid to be the ſavour of death unto 
many. This ariſes not from the nature of the goſ- 
pel, but from the law, that is enlightened by the 
coſpel: ſo that he being already condemned by the 
law, for not believing in Chriſt, he needs not to be 
condemned again by the goſpel. Find. Leg. pag. 
252, 253. | 

I will now give you ſome arguments to prove that 


he goſpel ſtrictly and properly talen is no law, and 


iv ſbew you that it is a dangerous, yea à deſtructive 
errour or opinion to teach, hold, and believe that 
the goſpel fo taken is any law, new, or old, mild, 
gracious, or ſevere, 

(1) The 2 is 4 pure dodrine of grace and no 
new law, becauſe there is a difference and diſtincti- 
on between the goſpel, and the law; the goſpel is 


called the word of God's grace, and the golpel of 


peace which brings glad tidings of good things. 
That there is a difference and diſtinction between the 
goſpel and the law is evident from theſe texts, Ita, 
Iii. 20. John i. 17. Rom. vi. 14, 15. Acts xx. 
32. ROW Xo 3. . 

(11) * That account alone of the glorious *Mr.Ryther, 
£ojpel, that tends only to exalt the grace 529 * 
of God, the merit of Chriſt, and the ful- . 


neſs of the covenant in a ſcriptural way, for jou: | 
14 f 
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The PREFACE, 
ral ends, cannot but be true. But that account of the glori- 
ous goſpel that makes it a pure doctrine of grace and no law, 
is that alone that tends only to exalt the grace of God, the 
merit of Cbriſt, and the fulneſs of the covenant, in a ſcriptu- 
ral way, for ſpiritual ends. Ergo it cannot but be true. 

he major cannot be demed. 
T will prove the minor by an indufion of particulars therein. 
(1) It exalts the grace of God, in providing all the hole 


| ohn iii. 16. For God ſo loved, &c. 
(2) All with hin, i Joh. v. 11. And this is the record, &c. 
(1) Pardon, Heb. vii. 12. For I will be merciful to, &c. 
(2) Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. v. 21. For he has made, &c. 
(3) 4 new heart, with all its vital principles, Heb. viii. 10. 

I will put my laws into their mind, Ac. with Ezek. xxxvi. 

26. A new heart alſo will I give you, &c. All theſe are 
contained in thoſe words, Rom. v1. 23, The gift of | 
eternal life, thro Jeſus Chriſt our lord. But a law give: 

nothing. provides nothing, until it be obeyed. | 

(2) It exalts the merit of Chnif, of his obedience and 1604, 
by which all is meritoriouſly procured, Heb. ix. 12. 3 
his own blood he entered in, once into the holy place, h:- 
ving obtained eternal redemption ; hereby procuring repen- 
tance as well as pardon upon it, faith, as well as pardoy aud 
Juſtification upon it. Repentance; Ads v. 31. Him |: 
God, &c. Faith; Phil. i. 29. For unto you it is given, 
(3) It exalts the fulneſs of the covenant, the promiſes, in 
giving all that is provided of grace, and meritorioutly . 
cured by Chriſt: 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. According as his divine pow- 
cr has given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godlineſe, &c. Rom. iv. 13, 14, 16. For the promiſe that 
he ſhould, &c. Gal. iii. 16, 17, 18. God making good the b. 
folure promiſes, gives all bis grace that be has provided, aud 

his ſon merited. But a law cannot give theſe. ; 
(iii) This notion, that the goſpel is anew law fuppo!'s 
that man has by nature power and ability to obey it. 
neither conſiſtent with the wiſdom nor juſtice of God to gi 
law when man had no power to obeyit. But man by nature hs 
vo power to obey any law, that requires obedience unto od, 
yr be it without life aud ſtrength, dead in treſpaſſes 


ſalvation for loft ſauls. 
(1) It provides Chrift, ] 
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int. ꝑpheſ. ii. 1. Rom. v. 6. Therefore there is no new 
lun given to fallen man, + When a law giver gives 
a law, be ſuppoſes bis ſubjects are able in ſome Mr. Trough, 


- . * 0 3 6. R ; 
meaſure to obſerve it, enjoying common protecti- — 5 > p 
on and encouragement from him, as they have in 52. 


other caſet; or elſe the law is void in itſelf, re- 
quirirg things that were known to be impoſſible before the lam was 
na de, for nemo tenetur ad impoſhbile : And it is vain, becauſe 
never like to obtain the end for which it was made, Now by 
this opimon the goſpel is a new-law, and God a law-giver in 
ranting terms of ſalvation. Theſe terms are not _F as the 
order and way wherein we muſt be ſaved, but as proper con- 
ditions upon the fulfilling whereof ſalvation doth wholly de- 


pend, „. God ſeeing that man is loft by the fall and unable 


ever to get out of that condition, condeſcending to him, has made 
nem law requiring him to ſerve bim but ſincerely and heartily, 
tho he cannot perfectly: and promiſes, if be will do ſo, that he 
{ball be ſaved for his own fon's ſake, who bas fulfilled the law 
H perfef obedience ;, and if be will not be thus obedient, then 
b> (hall periſh without hope of any furt ber remedy. This doth 
luppote that man ts able to falf | the conditions of this new 
w with that common afiftance, protection, and enconragement 
that God uſually grants in other caſes. The ſame Author (in 
Pag. 52, 53, 54+) ſhews that it is not conſiſtent with the wiſdom 
nd juſtice of God to make a new law (whereby man ſhould be 
aved from the curſe of the old lav) which man had no power 
0 fulfill, and that this makes the whole work of grace, and 
Perſeverance from the beginning to the end to depend upon 
Man's own will and own ſtrength chiefly. 

1V) * That opinion of the goſpel that is not at 
[oited to relieve fallen man, in his deplorable Mr. Ryrher, 
ndition cannot bold. But this opinion of the _ * Sor. 
eli not ar all ſuired to relieve fallen man f. 89. 
this deplorable condition. T herefure it cau- 0 
it hold. "The major (faith be) is clear, aud the minor I prove 
the ſcriptural account of a man's condition by nature; and 
nature this new law compared together, by the ſcriptural 
owt of man by nature, we find he 1s dead and cannot move, 
und and cannot ſee, Epheſ. ii. I. and iv. 18. Nor in this 


nation, this new law finds may; and what does it ſay to bim? 
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xii The PREFACE; 
It command; this dead man to walk and work, and thi: blind 
man to ſee (for it commands faith, repentance, and ſincere 014. 
dience) : and then it promiſes pardon, and life, but gives no lite 
no light. Men may call it a remedial law, the only reme- 
dial law, but it leaves fallen man deplorably without !ife , 
and indeed rather inſults his miſeries than affords any hel); 
for it can do nothing till it's conditions are fulfilled, and ful. 
filled they cannot be by man dead and blind. But the account 
of the goſpel I plead for. relieves man by giving all —— 
3 (v) That notion of the goſpel that conſound. 
det, hoe. þ off the covenant of works and grace, law and 
pag. 5, 6. goſpel cannot be true. But this making the 
goſpel a law, confoundsthe cavenant of works 
and grace, law and goſpel. Therefore it cannot be trac. The 
major, I ſuppoſe, will not be denied; the minor I ( ſaith be) 
prove thus. That notion of the goſpel, that makes it require faith, 
repentance and ſincere obedience, as conditions of it's b{-/31ys, 
takes away the main eſſential difference between the two cove- 
rants. But this notion of the goſpel makes it require | 1ith 
repentance, and ſincere obedience, as conditions of it 
Therefore this notion takes away the main eſſential dij/erence 
between the two covenants. Ihe major is evident by thi:. Ay 
thing required as a condition of obtaining goſpel bleſings, ts 
covenant of works, the language of both 2s, do this and live: 
And ſo the great difference is taken away, which is this, In1 
covenant of works fomething is required as a condition of lift; 
in the goſpel or covenant of grace, faith, and repentance which 
are it's bleſſings, are given, and then required as dutics. This, 
and this only keeps up the main eſſential difference, upon 
which all the reſt depend; as for their being goſpel wor, 0 
imper fict that alters not the caſe. | 
(vi.) + That dodrine that caſl no malign, but 
benign. influence upon holineſs, and fixcs it an 
it's right baſe, 7s 0 falſe doctrine. Put this 
nc tion of the goſpel, that I contend for, is ſuch 
es cafts no malign, but benign influence upon holincis, and 


+} Mr. Ryrber, 
def. glor. goſ. 


Pag. II. 12. 


fixes it wpon it's right baſe. Therefore it's no falſe doc 


The major is undoubted. The minor appears thus by 10 19 

particulars therein mentioned. 

' (1) It cafts no malign influence upon holineſs; it ehe 
| Sa V 
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5 fin, but fhews the neceſſity of an intereft in the grace, the 
nd Chriſt, the covenant of God, in order to ſalvation; and till 
e. then binds men's fms, God's wrath, and therefore their own | 
te, miſeries upon them, Joh. iii. 18, 36. Luke xiii. 3, 5. | 
5 (2) But a benign inflence upon bolineſs, fixing it upon it's 
fe; right baſe, which is a ſaving vital union to the perſon of the 
% Lord Feſus Chriſt, Joh. xv. 5. Now a ſpiritual diſcovery made 
to the ſoul by the ſpirit of God (conviction of fin, and wrath he- 
tig made firſt by the ſame ſpirit) of the riches of grace, pur- 
chaſe of Chrift, and the promiſes of the covenant holding forth 


"oY Lach theſe, is that by which the ſoul is lcd to Chriſt for holi- 
th nefs, as well as righteouſneſs, Tſa. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. It 


Col. itt. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Such a faith and union with 1 
ts Chriſt is the only ſecurity of bolineſs. hereas the goſpel be- \ i 
ing made a law, begins at the wrong end, requiring wor ks, faith, | 
holineſs, before union with Chriſt, and practically kept to ſub- 
| verts the whole goſpel, whereas theſe that follow juſtificati- 
o do not go before, Several other arguments might have been 
given, but theſe do fully prove that the goſpel is a doctrine of 


grace, and not any Law, new or old, mild, gracious, or ſevere, 
„and alſo that to bold, and teach that the goſpel is a new law, | 
Fo a moſt per felt law is a dangerous and deſtructive errour, and | 
practically kept to ſubverts the whole goſpel, turns the co- 


venant of grace into a covenant of works, it brings in juſti- 
„f cation by our own works, c. * Is not the 3 
60 dejign of it (ait h Air. Ryrher) to bring in and e- e 
; "2 yo . «© 14 . 801. pag. 31, 
1 /oblifb a righteouſneſs of our own in juſtification, 
called by ſome evangelical, by ſome ſubordinare, but truely 
_ anti-evangelical, and oppoſite to grace, ard Chriſt's righre- 
ouſrieſs > Luther opening theſe words, v1z. and would pervert 
the goſpel of Chriſt, ſaith, that is to ſay, they do nat only go 
obout to trouble you, but alſo utterly to aboliſh and overthrow 
Chriſts goſpel. For theſe two things the Devil practices moſt 
bulily, Firſt, be is not cantented to trouble and deceive many 
by his falſe apuſtlet, but more over he labours utterly to over- 
throw the goſpel by them, and never veſts *till be has brought it 
to paſs.” Tet ſuch perverters of the goſpei can abide nothing 
½ than to hear that they are the apoſtles of the deuilt nay 
they rather glory above others in the name of Chriſt, and boaſt 
themſelves to bs the moſt ſincere preachers of the goſpel, 11 
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xiv The PRE FACE. 
becauſe they mingle the law and the goſpel. together, the, 


cannot but be the perverters of the goſpel. Where the rig hte. 
ouſneſs of grace reigns, there cannot the righteouſneſs of ty 
law reign : for one of them muſt needs give place to the other. 
And if thou canff not believe, that God will forgive thy ji»; for 
Chriſt's ſake, whom he ſent into the world to be our bigh p, tft, 
how then I pray thee, wilt thou believe that he will forgive the 
ſame for the works of the law, which thou conldſt never per- 
form : or for thine own works, which (as thou muſt be compe!- 


led to confeſs) be ſuch, as it is impoſſible for them to counter- 
vail the judgment of God? W hberefore the doctrine of grace 
can by no means fund with the doctrine of the law. Vor a; 
Paul ſaith here, to mingle the one with the other, is to oycr- 
throw the goſpel of Chrift. 

It ſeems to be a light matter to mingle the law and th: gol 
pel, faith and works together but it doth more miſchict than 


man's reaſon can conceive. For it doth not only blemiſh and 


darken the knowledge of grace, but alſo it takes away (Hi 
with all his benefits, and it utterly overthrows the gel, 
as Paul ſaith in this place. The cauſe of this great 0)! i; 


our fleſh which being plunged in ſins, ſees no way how t get 


out but by works, and therefore it would live in the righte- 


ouſneſs of the law, and reſt in the truſt and confidence of 


her own works, Wherefore it is the utterly ignorant / the 
doctrine of faith aud grace, without which notwithſtanding it 
is impoſſible for the conſcience to find reſt and quietneſs. Luth. 
Expoſ. Gal. i. 7. fol. 27, 28, 29. 

be bringing in an everlaſting righteouſneſs of which the p. 
phet Daniel ſpeaks, is by ſome underflood of Chriff's baving 
given us his goſpel, as the law of everlaſting righteouſneſs ; it 
the goſpel is not a law. but a doctrine of grace; nor 40th 
Chriſt ever intimate, that he came to bring in a new law, 
which muff have put an end to that in force before, un! / 
uy can be ſtupid enough to think, that Chriſt would k-c i 


Force two ſuch very different Jaws at once; but our Saviour 


ſays he did not come to deſtroy the law but to fulfil it (at. 
v. 17.): And the apoſtle ſays, We are under the law to 
Chriſt (1 Cor. ix. 21.); yet a nan is not juſtified by the works 


of the law, not by bis own righteouſneſs, bat by the rightc- 
- oulneſs of God without the law, the righteouſneſs which # 


. wrought 
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wrought out by Chriſt, imputed 3 God, received by faith, 
which ſort of righteouſneſs the law knew nothing of (Rom. 
iii. 21.)z but required every perſon under it, to do all things 


contained in it, and denounced a curſe upon the leaſt failure 
. or violation of it, Gal, iii. 10, If there were ſuch a goſpel 


law in being it is very ſtrange that Chriſt did nor ſolemnly 


_ proclaim it, fix ſome marks of diſtinction upon it, whereby 


we might know it, and that the writers of the new. teſlament 
/rould fo often ſpeak of the moral law, as ſtill in force, and 
expreſl ſay, the law is not of faith; that if the inheritance 
be of the law, it 7s no more of promiſe; and that if there 
had been a law given, which could have given life, righte- 
oufneſs had been by the law. Gal. iii. 11. 18. Here ſurely © 
had been a juſt occaſion to diſtinguiſh between the moral and 
evangelical law, (and it ſeemed very neceſſary to prevent 


J miſtake in a matter of ſuch importance) for ns to have 


een told, that the moral law could not give us life, yet 
there is a goſpel law that can and doth ; the apoſtle ſaith, is 
the law againſt the promiſe > God forbid ! Gal. iii. 21. 
But it is, Ithink impoſſible, to reconcile a law that requires 
perſonal perfect obedience, and curſes every one that con- 
tinues not in all things written therein to do them, with 
this goſpel law; which, as it is ſaid, abſolves, and acquits 
men upon an imperfect obedience, and rigteouſneſs in them- 
ſelves. The apoſtle (Rom. ix. 30, 31.) makes a very plain 
diſtinction between the law of righteouſneſs, which he ſays 
the Fews had not attained to, and the righteouſneſs of teich 


to which the Gentiles had attained. The righteoufneſs f 


faith is not then a law righreouſneſs, but a goſpel righte- 
ouſneſs, even that of which the Prophet * Iſa. xliv. 24. 
Furely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength. To what purpoſe can ſuch a law of faith as ſome 
plead tor, ſerve, but to exalt a man's own righteouſneſs, 
and debaſe the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as nor ſufficient, or 


not appointed to juſtific us fully, before God? Surely this 


ir not the way to exclude boaſting, but to promote it, it 7s 
nat the way to eſtabliſh the moral law, but to make it void, 
contrary to the apoſtle's words (Rom. iii. 31.), do 
we then, thro? faith, make void the Law? God forbid ; 


yea we eſtabliſh the law, It gave a wonderful Sanction and 


Honour 
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. to the moral law, that Chrift fulfilled it for us, and 
therein made it evident, that nat one tittle of it could past. 


*rill all was fulfilled (Matth. v. 18.) Thus faith eſtabliſh; 


the law, tho properly it is it ſelf no law; for abrogating 


the ceremouial law the reaſou is evident ; but for making 


void the moral law and erectiug another in it's room, there 


3s no apparent reaſon at all. the moral law was at f/, 

greeable to God's holy nature, and wall, it is fo ſill, and 
there 1s the {ame reaſon of it's continuance, at of it's fir(t 
inſtitution. Tou may ſce more to this purpoſe in that excel. 
Tent book of the Rev. Mr. John Hutrion, who ſucceed: the 
the late Rev, Mr. Nesbit, Entituled, The Knowledge of 
Chniſt, &c. pag. 354, 355, 356. 357, 358. 

I might (one would have thought) have open d the goſpel in that 
way and manner that the firſt reformers and many other (1- 
mous miniſters of Chriſt have done 7 ay" and many ſtil! do, 
without being reckoned erronious for it, and my ſermon »f 
dangerous conſequence. But I need not wonder at it, becau/: 
in. ſome ſermons at the miniſters meeting there have been thing. 
delivered which were diſagrceable to the proteſtant doCtrines. 
Ton may fee, that I have preach'd no other doctrine than ma- 
ny other proteſtants have done; and I do believe it to le th: 
revealed will of God, and therefore ] have preachd it. Aud 
I have ſeen more cauſe for preaching ſuch doctrine than: I did 
ſeebefore; becanſe it bas been ſpoken againſt, and that th g. 
pel is a law preached. ; 
I bope, I can truly ſay, that I deſigned and deſired nothing 


but the glory of God, the good of ſouls, and a faithful diſcharge 


of my duty in preaching this ſermon, and deſign and deſire 11 
other things in printing it, or this preface. I beg of the reade- 
for the glory of God's free grace, for the bonour of Chri/t, and 


bis own eternal ſalvation, that he would deliberately read, and 


conſider what he reads, and. compare it with bis bible, fr. 


be condemn: it, as falſe and erroneous. 


If the ſer mon, and preface be made uſeful to the read, 6» 


#s defired to give all rhe glory to God the father, Go! e 
ſon, and God the holy Spirit, the one only living anc tric 


God; and to pray for him, who is a ſincere friend and er ut 


to bis ſoul in the work of the goſpel, 


JAMES ATKINS0N- 
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Fs Chrift ſent me not to baptize, but 


| to preach the goſpel ; not with wiſe | 
f dom of words,” leſt the croſs of Chriſt | 


a ſhould be ads of none effect. 1 
T7 ORINTH was a place as full of all 
F ASE forts of impiety, and wickedneſs, as 
127 1 any in the then heathen world; and 
8355 by yet out of this city did God, by the „ 
SI miniſtry of the apoſtle Paul, gather 1 
a church, which was enriched in all 
utterance, and all knowledge, and came behind in no 
giſt, 1 Cor. i. 4, 6, 7. And yet there were many 
things among them, which were contrary to the 
revealed Will of God, and therefore deſerved re- 
proof, and needed amendment. There were con- ö | 
tentions, ſtrifes, and Envying among them ; they | 
were carnal, © and walked more like men, than chri- 1 
ſtians, eſpecially of their attainment. They differ- 
cd about the preachers of the goſpel of Chriſt: 
One ſaid he was of Paul, another that he was of 
Apollos, and a. third that he was of Cephas, 1 Cor. 
1. 12. and chap. iii. i, 3, 4. The apoſtle therefore 
ſharply reproves them for thoſe things, chap. i. 13. 
tap. iii. 3, 4, . And having exhorted them to 
1 e. BB. 2 unity, 
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| unity, and reproved them for their contentions, 
Sc. doth inform them what his my work 
Was, and how he was to perform it, abap. i. 17, 

The goſpcl was then as much Gef by tome, 4 

it was eſteemed by others; and as it Was than, to 

it is mw. Unbelievers deſpiſed the goſpe and 

the apoſtles 8 is but truc be- 

Levers eſteemed boch. The apolle was not a1ham- 

ed of either the matter or manner of his preaching , 

he owned both, and vindicated both. He had au- 

thority for both; Chrift ſent him to preach the be, 

and commanded, him to prœeach it, not with ruin 

5 of words, &c. That kind of preaching which the 
N fun, uncall'd were for, made the croſs of Chriſt of none 
net ſo much to effect. God bleſſed that way of preaching which 
baptize, as to My FR ed, Ver. 18. | God. would deſtroy that 
2 Chriſt wiſdom which they ſo much admired; that way 
ent him and of preaching which they eſteem'd, ſhould bc inct- 


all his apo- 


ſtles, (Matr. fectual, ver. 19, 20. In the 17 ver. the apoſtles 
Xxvüti. 18, 19, informs them, Who it was that had ſent him to 


| 9 reach that which he did, and in the manner that 
wiſe ear er he did. For Chriſt ſent, &. Tbe a tle, when 


ſhould have he faith. Chrift {ent me not to baptize,. doth not n- 
ſinn'd to have ply deny that Chriſt {ent hi ar that he had not 
3 a command to baptize; for Chriſt ſent and com- 
out commiſſi. Manded all the apoſtles to preach and baptizc, . 
on : But he XXVIii. 19, And the apoſfle wauld not have ah 
ſent em prin- ly baptized any (neither Criſpus nor Gaius) with. 
Fell ron *- out a command for it, ver. 14, 15, 16. But he 
te, the Only informs them what che principal and gun 
goſpel, as be- Work was that Chriſt ſent him to do, and tha 
ing a more Was 70 preachthe goſpel, not with wiſdaw, &c. From 
82 fr abs this vexſe I obſerye, * That Chrift has ſet and ap p0inis 
fry. Mr. Ro- in his churches, and given unto them officers, © 
bert's two Co- 149 R's W 
venantsp.811, | | | AP 1 Hi 9 ET 

I baptized very few of you, that not being the work to which I was principal- 
ly call'd. My Buſineſs was rather to preach the goſpel. Chrift ſeut me not 
to baptize, but to * the goſpel. And having mentioned bis 7 
work as an apoſtle,..he takes occaſion from thence to tell them how, 4" 
what manner he performed it; not, &c. Mr. Mat. Clark, Vol. Ser. P. 2“. 


=S 


Tore 3. 8. 


yl 


4 


1 


— _— — 


7 n | be 4 ' N ; 
rk ipal work and main bufintſs is to preach the goſpel 
7. th with wiſdom of words. "INT eee 


to Chriſt Jeſus; who is the king of Zion, and head | 
nd of his churches, has appointed officers, as well as | 
de- ordinances; and as he has appointed officers, fo he | 
n- has appointed them their work. There muſt not | 
g; be any other officers, no more than ordinances ap- | 


u- pointed in the churches of Chrift, than thoſe that | 
% Chriſt has appointed. For Chrift alone has autho- | | 
Fe rity to appoint officers and ordinarices. a Fo 
he þ | | ff 


ne In the p on of this obfervation, I ſhall, 1 if 
* Goda ts, do theſe things. || 
I. I wilt hy before you a few things concern- | 
ing thoſe peers, whoſe principal work is to preach | 
the goſpel. J 


II I wilt open che matter arid mamer of their L1 
preaching. N 4 

III. F will give yo ſome reafons why the i] 
aa | of the goſpel! of Chriſt is rhe principal 
work and main buſineſs of paſtors, of teaching el- | 


ders. 


IV. Make application. | 


I. I will lay before you a few things concerning 
thy/e officers, whoſe principal work and main buſi- 
nels is to preach the goſpel of Chriſt. 


(1) The officers, which Chrift has ſet in, and 
given unto his churches, whoſe principal work | 
and main buſineſs, is to preach the goſpel, arc 
ſome of them extraordinary, ſome of them ordinary. 


1) Some oe them ate extraordinary officers, N 
VV tho 
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chuſe them. The apoſtles would not impoſe dea- 
cons upon the Church, ſurely then they word not 
impoſe Paſtors which are higher officers, upon any, 

church o * l . the original 

Keveglovi word tranflat ordain d, ſignifies primarily, and 
* ly to chuſe by lifting up of the hands, is owned 

| by the — 3 CONS. And the 

per native ſignification of the original word for- 

bid. that Paul and Barnabas ſhould be the only per: 


| Xogflore. ſons that did chuſe'; for the word fignificth to 


chuſe, or create by ſuffrages, and they being but 


The preacher TWO, there could be no place for ſuffrages. That 


8 


ſent Jo. Mar- a choice ſhould be ſaid to be made by moſt voices 
cog 2 ry or the lifting up of the hand, in token of chuſing, 
al, Pag. 232. 


and > but two to give their voices, is not ima- 
ginable. And that the choice ſhould be made a- 
ſt a multitude, or in the preſence of an aſſem- 
bly, as it here was ¶ in every chu ch,] and yet but two 

to be the perſons chuſing, is ſtill more unconcciv- 

able, as ſome have expreſſed it. Dr. Ames laith, 

Nullum ex- no example can be given where X«gonrev fignifics to 
emplum dari chuſe in a multitude, when the ſuffrage or voiccof 


* — 2 one or two only is expected. It is unſcrip ura, 
A cken E. Vea unreaſonable, and contrary to the light of ms 


ligere; ita ut ture, that any man ſhould be impoſed upc!: any 


 Suffragium «- church, or ſet over her as her paſtor againit her 


- no oe ee I 


— i es ens 
N 


Pius aut duor- 


| um tantum ex. Will, or without her expreſs conſent by any man, or 


pectetur. company of men whatever 3 for his whole work is 
ro be converſant about their underſtandings, judg- 
ments, wills, and affections, as Dr. O. expreſſes it. 


(3) The ordinar y officers, after they are call and 
choſen, muſt be ſet — and ot Br to the of- 
fice and work to which they are called and choſcn, 
Acts vi. 6. eh. xiii. 24 4. ch. xiv. 23. This foicinn 

3 or ordinatiom (as it is commonily c-!!'d) 
of perſons to the-work of the miniſtry, conſiſis of 
_ taſting and prayer, and impoſition of hands. 
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the churches; but they muſt look thertr out and 


My. Wood's Ordination, &c., 
is the principal, it is the eſential act of ordinati- 
#iz ſaith, to ordain is no other Thing but to pray. 
Chriſt has given power to his churches ſolemnly 
to ſet, a-part or ſeparate the men, that they have 
called and choſen to the oſſice and work unto which 


they haue choſen them: Or they may call teachi 
eller of other churches to and act in N 


em ſeparation, or ordination of their paſton; but 
the elders of other churches act in it charitative- 
ly, not authoritativeix. N | 


Y Paſtors receive their meſſage from Chriſt. 
Chriſt is the king of Zion, and head over his chur- 
ches, and paſtors are his ambaſſadors, who mutt re- 
ccive their inſtructiom from Chriſt their king and 


liver his meſſage, Ezek. zi. 7. What he commands, 
they muſt — U his command is their commiſſion. 
Matth. xvii 20. They muſt preach that which 


hc commands, whether thoic they preach unto will 
hear or forbear. They muſt deliver the whole meſ- 


ſage of Chriſt, neither add to it, nor take from it. 
Jer. XXvi. 2. Deut. Xu, 32. 2 Pet. iv. 11. They 


corrupt hearts. Jer. XXiii. 16, 26. They muſt not 


men. Matth. xv. g. They muſt preach that, and 
only that Which Chriſt bids. This brings me to 
the ſecond thing in my propoſed method. g 
(2) I will open a little the object, or matter and 


manner of their preaching. 


(901 will a little open the object or matter of pa- 
ſtor's preaching; the principal matter of their. prea- 
ching is the 22 of Chriſt. Feſus Chriſt [ent me not 


to baptize, but to preach the 89/pet 4 determined nat 
C83 4 (as Mr. Hurrion 


40% know (to know here ſigni 


has 


teach fur dactrine the. commandments and traditions of 


aw 21 
* * 4. 29 1 wu 1 


7 


Aug. Ordi- 
pare quid eſt a- 


liud niſi orare, | 


maiter, f Cor. v. 20. They mult ſpeak his words, de- 


may not deliver the lies and deceits of their own 


rr 


* - ———ů ww — tin 
— rr om = Cons Roy a - - 
— — - " * 
ny” — 
— . _ 


wear — wo oe.” 


—_ I — 


A SERMON preacÞ'd at 
has obſerved) 19? barely to nom, but alſo 7% wal 
+ known, &e.) any thing among hun, fave Feſus Chris 
aud him crucified, 1 Cor ii. 2. To preach the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, is 10 tell; declare, and open good 
news, and glad tidings 3. and thoſe glad tidings, 
which the goſpel reveals and declares, are the jc). 
ful news of lapſed finners ſalvation by God's free 
ce, and Chriſt's obedience. - To preach the goſ- 
fel is to publiſh and open to ſinners God's way 
of ſaving ſinners, even the chicfeſt of ſinners, Lal 

ii. 10, 11, 14. And the angel ſaid unto them, fear 

not; for behold, I bring you glad tidings of great ji, 

which ſhall be to all people. For unto you is born this 

day, in the city of David, a ſaviour, which is Chriſt 

the lord. Glory to God in the higheſt, and on cart) 

peace, good will towards men, Rom. x. 17. How beau. 

tiful are the feet of them that preach the gef of 

peace, and bring glad tidings ＋ good things. To 

preach the goſpel; (as one expreſſes it) is 16 (ct 

forth the greatneſs and freeneſs of the father's lis, 

Mr. Vavaſer and Chriſt's love, in all that was done and ſuffer d by 

Powell, Chriſt Chriſt, for the juſtification and ſalvation of fer. 
and Moſes To preach the goſpel, 7is to declare the free and 519- 


excellency, p. . 75 Þ 
is. $43, or. OO promiſes of God's covenant made to ſinners, Fiz, 


« them in their hearts; that be will be to them a Gill: 
and they ſhall be to him a people, Heb. viii. 10, C. 
That he will (Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27.) give them a new 
beart, and take the flony heart out of their fleſh, &c. 

Aud that he will put the ſpirit within them, and 
them to wall in his Statutes, &c. This was the 7: 
| tice of Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, 
bis apoſtles in their preaching, (Acts ii. 17. and xii. 
47.) to encourage ſinners to believe and turn. To 
preach the goſpel, is to open, and apply. all 1h? 
great and glorious myſteries (Epheſ: iii. 8. Col. ii. 2) 
concerning the Father, Son, and Spirit; and concerning 
the Saints happy ſtate in grace and glory. 


The 


that God will put his laws into their minds, and write 


(John vi. 45.) and of 
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Mr. Wood' Ordination, &c. 9 
The original word in our text tranſlated to preach "ll 
the goſpel doth properly ſignifie 70 tell good news, *fua,,cxife- ||| 
or to bring or tidings. Therefore to preach the aw. 1 
oſpel is to bring glad tidings, to tell good news to 
| The word tranſlated goſpel alſo {ignifics 
a joyful or good meſſage, or glad tidings; this is the 'Evzyyiater. 
roper notation of the original word, as Squire Leigh 
bh obſerved in his Critica Sacra. It is true that the 
goſpel is ſometimes taken for the times of the new- 
teſtament, but it muſt not be ſo confined, for the 
goſpel was preached to Adam, Gen. iii. 17. To A.- 
brabam, Gal. iii. 8. To the Hraelites, Feb. iv. 2. 
Sometimes the goſpel is taken more largely and 
improperly for the whole doctrine and worſhip of the 
new-teſtament, including the hiſtory of Chriſt, all 
the promiles, precepts, threatnings, faith in Chriſt, 
repentance unto life, with all that holy and ſpiritual 
obedience unto God required of true believers. 
But the goſpel ſri#ly and properly taken is a pure 
doctrine of grace, a revelation of God's way, mchod, 
and arder of ſaving ſinners, viz. freely by his grace, by 
aud thro the Redemption that is in Chriſt, Rom. iii. 
24, 27, 6. . 4, fs. 8, 7 J. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. Now this is a joytul meſſuge, 
and glad tidings to ſinners, 1 Tim. 1. 17. a. ii. 
7. Acts xiii. 32, 33. Now if we take the goſpel 
properly, and diſtinguiſh it from the law, which is 
neceſſary to be done, or elſe we {hall not u;der/74i:d 
what we mean by either goſpel or law; the goſpel 
will appear to be pure declarations of God's tree, 
undeſerving, wonderful, tranſcendant love, grace 
and mercy to unworthy, ſinful, wretched creatures, 
fallen men, and women, revealing Jeſus Chritt, his 
lighteouſneſs, and all the ſpiritual and eternal bleſ- 
ſings, mercies, and privileges, which God has de- 4 
ugued, and Chriſt has purchaſed for, and which 
hall be freely given unto, all thoſe for whom Chritt 
has died, Rome. i. 16, 17. Tit. iii. 4, , &c. Heb: viii. 
The 1e, 11, 12. 1 Job. iv. 9, 10. The goſpel preached 
. | to ; 
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wha o Abraba 
to Adam, (Gen. iii. 15.) and after ward 327 — 
her than a free promiſe; and the promi/ 
Was no other than f inis 
of Cbriſt contained a promiſe of all things pert: 5 
to, and accompanying ſalvation. The goſpel taken 
1% and properly and diſtinguiſbed from the Tay 
precepts cud rating Mee MW to the 1s 
bf Gd. Auf the nobel tht GRATE bo low. or 
of God. And the golp * Beek 
F re or mild. * All that which i 
*" Omne e- ther ACT NOT ol ſever * 3 ful meſſa e: 
gelium pro- ly the of el is a good and joy 1.4 
vaugelium p Property 2 wp Me 2 ood and jovful 
N ang nn thy e 55 terror is fri- 
8 meſſage. Therefore no threatning, 1 n 
la comminatio, perly the goſpel. Queſt. 15 not the goſpel a new law: 
eee POLY, OO OR: Perk; ol. 2. Exp. Gal. 
nulla 3 Anſw. In no Eo, * Cie . 7 2 ee 77 
bonum & la- Doctor i aich, 3 
um. Pag. 363. appertain to the 
erganuliacom- Fained in the old 1 G * 55 Chrif fore-ſnewed by 
F * ho" they were uttered in the time 
lis terror, eft the prophets, which tho 9 * . the no te- 
. of t5e law, yet belonged to the goſpe : [0 #1 HE 
m. Cham. h find there written, is not ſtraight 
Ter. p. Hament, all that we . he threatni 
zo. ** wor of ts fiblens & the ow: e 
. ; * 3-7 C ne 
T 59109. Pap. of God's judgments there contain'd, Yap» *. S ; 32 
148: 1914 teſtament, ) doas = "old reftament jo the goſpel. Lu- 
| e in the 0 Fo. 
fortable Fog Bd all juſticiaries efteem Chriſt to be a 
* Sic omnes ther tells us, . * I to be no other than 
jam. ciarii Exi- new legiſlat 77 andi uage * 20 1 WOIKS 3 'as the 
ftmant Chri- 4 book which contains new laws IG \ 6h £0 
bee, ertam Turks dream about their a 
gelium nihil a- Hiſies, and ſaves Sinners. But tha a 7 4 ofition if 
nes gram in the goſpel; thaſe are not the goſpel, but expoſit 
emear4ovas te. the leu, and appendines of the goſpel 
tinedt u 8 , 
1 94 j | | ; by Ex * / ng lum 
8 Alcorano ſomniant ; ſed ſatis legum eſt in _—— fals 
eſs >redicatis de Chriſto, quod r r In, nan ſunt Evan 
l tores, Quad autem pracepta in evangelio reperiuntur; iſt h. Penior, Com, 
2 70 4 E oſitione: leges, ez appendices Exangelii. Lut e : 
gelium, ſe * b 7 Tom 4 ; | 
Gal. 2, 17. fo. 42, pag. 1. in 355 We 
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We muſt carefully 1 between the goſpel 
and the Jaw, or elſe We ſhall run into dangerous mi- 
4 ß, | 8 2 to preach 
the rich, and properly taken is the prin- 
int wk of the miniſters of Chriſt. It is Ws 
principal work to hold forth, publiſh and open the 
— and glorious truths brought to light by the 
oſpel. 3 
5 Whetice it is that paſtors are ſaid to have the 
miniſtry of reconciliation given them, Sc. 2 Cor. v. 
18, 19. And are called iniſters of Chriſt and ftew- 
ards of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1. And to 
reach the unfearchable riches of Cbriſi, Epheſ. iii. 8. 
he goſpel thus ſtrictly and properly 1 is ſti- 
ed he word of God's grace, Acts xx. 32. The goſ- 
pel is ſtiled the word of God's grace, becaule it 
reveals that eternal, free, and excecding rich grace 
of God in Chriſt, which is the whole and only cau/e 
of inners whole falvation. The goſpel is allo ſtiled 
the goſpel of peace, Rom. x. 17. It is called the 
goſpel of peace, becauſe it ſhews us, how the breach, 
which fin has made between God and man, is 
made up again. The goſpel informs us by what 
mears finners have peace with God, in their own 
conſciences, and eternal peace and reſt. The goſ- 
pel is called the word of truth and the goſpel of our 
ſalvation, Eph. i. 13. The goſpel is called a word 
of truth, not only becauſe it is a true word, but 
becauſe it is a word of an eminent truth. The 
greateſt truth that ever God uttered, or ſhall ut- 
rer, as Dr. Goodwin has expreſſed it. The goſpel 
is called the goſpel of ſalvation, becauſe the matter 
of it is ſalvation, and it reveals the way and means 
by which ſinners are ſaved. 

Now tho? it is the principal work of the mini- 
ſters of Chriſt to preach the goſpel ſtrictly and pro- 
ferly taken; yet they mult preach the law of God 
n ſubſcrviency to the goſpel. All are under the 
law, and condemned by it, as they are the child- 
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. 


| G _ —— —— 
2 f 


- ” N 
— — — — j * % is - 


8 * 93 : 


* — — 
——— — Dalits. concctt — 
—_ 
* 
* 
hy o 


— 


. — — 


——"  —  - ˙— }. A 
yy * * 3. . I x * 
9 a a * | , = a * * a ts vo. 
+ 4 os. # s % p l GT N 
z 


4 
= 


"Nt: v ERMON preacb'd at 


ren of apoſtate Adam, Rom. i. 9, 19. All are 
condemned, and become guilty before. God, he. 
cauſe all have ſinn'd, and 'till they have vital u- 
nion with Chriſt, they remain under the condem- 
natory ſentence of the law, John nm. 17. Row, 
vii. 4. chap. viii. 1. Sinners muſt be inform- 
ed ot this, and the ſpirituality of the law ſhe wol 
them: The law muſt be preach'd, becauſe by the 
law is the knowledge of fin, Rom. iii. 20. The 
lato is the rule of our thoughts, words, and actions, 
the rule of all our obedience both to God and Nan; 
it informs us what we mult do, and what we mutt 
not do. It mult therefore be preached, that men, 
and women may know what God requires ot them, 
and forbids them to do. Tho' true believers are 
treed from the law as a covenant of works, yet they 
are till under the law as a rule of life z they are un- 
der the law to Chriſt, Rom. vii. 4. 1 Cor. 1x. 21. 
The law of God doth eternally, and unchangerviy o- 
Blige all men and women unto obedience to Gol; 
even that obedience which it requires, and in the mas- 
ner wherein it requires it, as Dr. O. has expreſſed it. 

he aw as to the ſubſtance of what it requires, 
and the manner of the performance of it, as unto 
meaſures and degrees, can uo more be changed than 
the relation, that there is between God, and van, 
can be changed. 

P2/ors of Churches muſt by and in their preaci- 
ing give their teſtimony againſt all ungodlineſs, and 
unngicoutnrls of men, and all ſinful conformity 
to the world, and give warning that the % ot 
inch things is death, They mult as they ſee occa- 
ſion preach of r12h:eouſne(s, temperance, and jus gnet 
to come, Acts xxv. 27. Works of juſtice, righte. 
ou'ncls, and charity, are incumbent duties oh al 
perſons. Yet theſe things are to be urged, not 
aiming at an outward reformation to reſt there; 
but to make men and women fee their nel ot 
Chi 272 and bis ri ghſeouſſteſs, ſpirit and grace. An 


nue of God thro' faith, the + cc a of faith, 
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Mr. Wood's Ordination, &cc. 1 
for the fame reaſon, viz. to let perſons fee their | 
need of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, rauſt the ſinful- 
neſs, imper fections, and inſufficiency of their own in- 
herent righteouſneſs (tho' true believers) to juſtifie 
them in the fight of God, be ſet before them. But 
if our works = made preparatory for Chriſt, or join- 
ed with Chriſt's righteouſneſs in juſtifying , or Chriſt 
is made a preparation (as I may ſay) or procuring 
cauſe that our duties ſhould juſtify us; all theſe are 
great abominations, as one has expreſſed it. You * Mr. Beare 
have the ſum of what I have ſaid, in the follow- Yindic. etern. 
ing quotations out of the writings of two doctors I hah, n_ Wl. 
of + You know that there is a /pecial ſecond of © 1 
part of God's word, which is the goſpel, cven as pag. 64, &c. | 
Chriſt the grand ſubject of it is called emmently iq e F. Df. Good- || 
the word, John i. 1. Now what is the goſpel ? #75 ve 
Truely it is nothing elle (take it ſtrictly in the ſpecial d. pag. 4, 
ſenſe and meaning of it) but that doctrine which holds 26. 
forth the grace of God juſiifying, pardoning, and ſaving 
ſinners, and which holds forth Jeſus Chriſt made righ- 
teor/neſs to us, Now then this goſpel is called in a 
peculiar reſpe& the word of faith; and for what 
reſpect but this? Becauſe it is a /pectal objeft of a 
ſhecial faith which God faves us by: The apoſtle 
in Rom. x. 8. ſpeaking of the goſpel, in diſtin- 
ction from the law, and from all elſe in the 
ſcripture, faith, this is the word of faith which we 
preach, Then again add this to it, that tho” che 
apoſtles were to preach all the word of God, yet 
they had a ſpecial miniſtry; the word of faith which 
Wwe preach, Rom. x. 8. Now the faith that is to 
be in chriſtians, it is to be ſuited to their mini- 
ſtry; ſo we preach, and ſo ye believe, 1 Cor. xv. 
11. Now then if that preaching of remiſſion of ſins 
in the name of Chriſt, if preaching the righteouſ- 


Which is in the ſon of God, it this were the /peci- 

al proper miniſtry of the apoſtles, then that is the ſpe- 

cal faith of a chriſtian which is ſuited to this . 
niſtry: 
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niſtry: Now it is evident that this was be cia 
thing that = preached in Al, xx. 24. Thu 
ſaith the apoftlc, ſo that I might finifs my courſ i 
joy, amd the mimſiry which I have received of the ! 1:4 
fas: What was that? To teſtiße ths goſpel of 1! 
grace of God. Take the goſpet as it holds forth h. 
grace of God, that is, that ſpecial grace of Cod, i; 
free grace in pardoning, [aving, and juſtifying finn; 
| this is the ſpecial minift (faich he) which I received 
g " * Dr. Sela- of Feſus Chris. * Fhe word (that is the goſpel) 
er's erpoſiti- in general ſignifies any tidimgs of good things. In the 
jon. Rm... 1. old teſtament᷑ it imports or fignifies the foyfu ig 
f redemption promiſed to be'wrought by Chriß, when 
the ſulneſs of rime ſhould be expired: In this place 
(viz. Rom. i. r.) and almoſt g y in the new 
teſtament, it imports the glad tidings of reconciliation, 
really wrought by Chriſt exbibited in the fleſh © TH 
ſo is the principal matter of our mini, Mark v1. 
If: As the dove with the olive branch in her mou! 
Gen. viii. 11. Prong a miniſter to be to his people, 
bringing tidings of good things. Queſt. May not a m. 


l 
1 0 
, 
7 


I nifter preach the law? Auf. Ves; as a dbftrin- 


ordinate to the goſpel, —yet this trucly with all ; the 
proper and principal office" of our miniſtry,” ir to proach 
unto God's people the glad tidings of recontiliation ith 
Cod, — of ſins, enterance imo heaven, procis e 
by Chrift Feſus. | 


(2) J vill open a little the manner of their pic: 
ching the goſpel. 


(2) Negatively, or how they muſt #ot preach th: 
goſpel. The apoſtle in our text informs us how 
they muſt not preach it; not with wiſdom" of 2. 
and gives us a reaſon why they muſt not ſo preach 
it; leaſt the croſs of Chriſt ſhould be of none ef 
Miniſters muſt not preach the goſpel of Chrilt in 
terms of philoſophical wiſdom, or rhetorical art. Mi- 
niſters muſt not preach the goſpel with the enticing 
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Mr. Wood's Ordination, &c. 
words of man's wiſdom, 1 Cor. ii. 4. Not with + 
oftenation 7 Wit, or me elocution, not with rhetori- 
cating ſophiſans, or plauſible inſinuating deceptions, as a 
Lure perſon has expreſſed it. Not * 2 of 
words, &e, * Wherein he returns to his former 
argument, and oblique] 


their unhappy divifions, viz. The vanity of ſome tea- 
chers, who affefted a name for wiſdom and eloquence , 
and the folly of ſome hearers, who admire 

upon that account. This the apoſtle tells them he 
had carefully avoided, and for this = of leſ the 


roſs of the plan, be made of none effe#; that 


is, leſt the plain, ſimple preaching of a cruci 
Chriſt, ſhould be thought inſufficient to work Por 


and command their belief, without the aſfiſtance and 


force of human wiſdom and eloquence ; the effects 
of it ſhould rather be aſcribed to the arguments and 


165 


+ Bp. Rey- | 


nold's Serm. 
preach, Chriſt 
Vol. Ser. pag. 
1033. 


* Mr, Clark 
y touches upon the cauſe of Vol. Ser. pag. 


28, 


Sale of men, than the efficacy and power of 


(2) Puig, or bow paſtors muſt preach the 
olpel. Paſtors muſt not only preach good 
of Chriſt, but they muſt alſo preach it in ſuch a 
manner as Chriſt requires. Miniſters of Chriſt muſt 
reach what he bids them, and as he bids them. 
hey muſt preach in demonſtratiom of the ſpirit, and 
of porver, &c. 1 Cor. ii. 4, 7. They muſt pack 
lo as they may make * the gaſpel of Chriſt as 


they ought, Col. iv. 4. I might here mention many 


things, but time will allow me only to hint at a 
WW. - 


(1) Miniſters of Chriſt muſt preach the goſpel 
laiuly, fo that every one who hears may underſtand 
their words, and phraſes. Paul was a man, that 
was acquainted with the writings of philoſophers 
and poets, and was well inſtructed in the Jewiſh 


learrung, yet he did not 2ſe the ornaments of orato- 


ry, nor the fine notions of philoſophy z but with 
| 7 ER great 
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A SERMON preached at 
great plaineſs of ſpeech preach'd the goſpel of Chiriſt 
End {forth Cri EONS 


et-forth Chriſt, and him cruci 1 Cor. ii. 1, 
4. Miniſters, when they preach the goſpel, muſt 
make uſe of ſuch words, and acres as the mean- 
eſt capacity may underſtand what they lay concer- 
ning the goſpel. Preaching inan unknown Tongue 
is as bad as praying in an unknown tongue. Ihe 
who preach not according to the capacity of chok 

— them, are as arians to them who 
hear; and they, who hear, are as barbarians to them 
who preach, 1 Cor. xiv. 9. tho 242 27. Chriſt 
by his own example has taught Miniſters how the 
ought to preach, Mark iv. 33. Chriſt did not teal 
as he was able to ſpeak, but as his hearers were a- 
ble to underſtand. But how unlike to Chriſt, che 
prophets, and the apoſtles; are thoſe who make 
plain truths difficult, and eaſie truths hard. Som arc 
very reſerv'd, and dark in their preaching ; they preach 
as if they had no mind to be underitood, or were 
afraid to preach goſpel truths plainly. God has 
owned, and crowned with /ucceſs plain preaching, tho' 
ſome count it fooliſbneſs : but to them, who are a. 
ed, it is the power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 18, 21. 


(2) Miniſters of Chriſt muſt preach the goſpc 
of Chriſt faithfully and fincerely. They muit not 
diſſemble, ſuppreſs, ' omit, or conceal any neee 
truth. They muſt not daub with untempered Nor- 
tar. They muſt deliver the whole conſe of God. 
They muſt not endeavour to pleaſe the fancies, and 
humours, and luſts of men; but God who trics de 
hearts. Fer. xxiii. 28. And he that has my i, 
tet him ſpeak my word faithfully; what is the c '0 
the wheat ? ſaith the Lord. Acts xx. 27. 1 hel. 
ii. 3, 4, . For our exhortation was not of decei!, 1 
in guile : But as we were allowed of God to be fut, 
truſt with the goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as plc3/in; 
men, but God, which tries our hearts. For meithc: 41 
am time uſed we flattering words, as ye not, EF 
\ C109K 
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cloak of - coveteouſneſs ; God is witneſs. * Paſtors 
muſt not conceal, nor mince the doctrine of free- 
grace out of fear that ſome may turn it into laſci- 
viouſneſs, or reproach them for it. That would 
be dangerous, yea, deſtructive to their own ſouls, 
and the ſouls of them who. hear them. Miniſters 
muſt tell the people the whole truth, tho” they be 


judged enemies for ſo doing, Gal. iv. 16. Miniſters 


muſt preach - the goſpel fncerely aiming at God's 

lory, and the ſalvation of thoſe that hear them. 
They muſt aim and endeayour to profit men, and 
women, and not to get their applauſe, or wordly ad- 
vantage to themſelves, 1 Cor. ix. 19, Sc. ch. x. 23. 
Not ſeeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may be ſaved, 2 Cor. ii. 17. But as of ſin- 
cerity, but as of God, in the fight of God ſpeak we in 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. xii. 19. Thoſe miniſters will have 4 
dreadful account to give, who do not preach the 
goſpel faithfully and ſincerely. Paſtors have the care 
of /ouls, one of which is of more value than all this 
world, and they cannot be free from the blood of 
thoſe that periſh for want of knowledge and faith 
thro' their unfaithfulneſs ; the apoſtle was free from 
the blood of all men, becauſe he ſhuned not to declare 
all the counſel of God, Acts xx. 27. But paſtors that 
on purpoſe ſhun to declare, zecef/ary truths cannot 
be free from the blood of them thar Periſh. 


(3) Paſtors muſt preach the goſpel of Chriſt zea- 
loyjly and boldly. -Pafiors muſt preach with a fervent 
zeal for, and love to, God, the fouls of thoſe who 
hear them, and the goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 13, 
14. Phil: i. 17, 16, 17. 2 Cor. xii. 17. Paſtors 
muſt not fear the faces of any proud preſumptuous 
ſinners, blaſphemous heretical perſons, who dare op- 
pole, reproach, contemn, wink corrupt the goſpel 
of Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. i. 27, 28. If any be lo bold- 


us, as it is at this Day, Mr, Nath. Mather, The rizhteouſne!s 


— 


aith, r: pag. 141, 142. 


17 
1 may 
be that ſome 
or other, who 


do believe 
theſe things 


to be bleſſed 


and glorious 
truths, may 
think it had 
been better 
not to have 


ſpoken them 


out, I muſt 
crave leave in 
this to diſcent 


from them, I: 


do not think 


1 
| 


| 


that in ſuch a 


ſubje& we 


ſhould at ſuch | 


a time be 
meal-mout h- 
ed. Had La- 


ther, Zuingu- 


lius, Calvin, 
Zanchy, and 
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others of the 


frſt reform- 
ers been as 
faintand com- 


1 


| 


plying in their 


expreſlions, 


as ſome very 
great & good 


Men then 


were; And as 


himſelt for 
ſometime 


God had been 


greatly obſcu- 


red, and the 
light thereof 
not 
ted down to 


of God thro! 


: 
4 

= 
: 


Peter Martyr" 
1 


was, the pre- 
cioustruths or 


bropaga- 
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ly wicked as to ſpeak againſt the goſpel of Chrit, 
Paſtors ſhould DL I 105 timorous 4 not to ſpeak for 
it, and vindicate it. Shall paſtors be affraid to of- 
fend ſuch by doing their duty, as are not affraid to 
offend God by oppoſing and deſpiſing the word of 
his 2 Should not we fear Cod, is wrath and 
diſpleaſure, more than men and their frowns ? Jer. 
i. 17. Acts iv. 17, 18, 19, 20. Mr. Brooks faith, 
the cowardice of the miniſter is crueliy. If he 7:47; 
the faces of men, he is a murderer of the /ou/; of 
men. Luther had rather be accounted any thing 
than proved guilty of wicked filence in the Lord Jeſus 
Chri/i's caſe. Paſtor's boldneſs and zeal mult bc in 
_ 22 8 mm when they ſhew T zcal for 
Chriſt and his goſpel, and agai ons errours 
and fins, they Y — pre. love to their 


= 


perſons, and deſire of their ſalvation. 
(4) Paſtors muſt preach the goſpel of Chriſt pe- 


hy, without corrupting, adulterating and wingling it. 


2 Cor. ii. 17. For we are not as many, b corrupt 
the word of God. As there were corrupters of the 


goſpel then, ſo there are now. It is a metaphorical 
word, taken from deceitful vintners, who for gain 


mix water with wine. The goſpel is a pure doctrine 
of grace (as I have ſaid) and as ſuch it mutt be 
preached. Paſtors muſt not corrupt or adulterate 
the glorious and everlaſting goſpel, the glad ticings 
revealed in the goſpel with their own Inventions, 
fancies, and wiſdom; it is glorious in it ſelf, but 
every addition of humane wiſdom eclipſes and 4ar%en; 
it's glory. They muſt not mingle the law and ic 
goſpel together. The law, it is true, is nece{/ar), 
and muſt, (as I have ſaid) be preached, but it 2 


not be mixed with the goſpel ; for the jumbling ot 


the law and the goſpel together confounds poor /o6!:- 
they cannot know what 1s law, what is goſpel, nor 
what is the Covenant of works, nor what is the Co. 
venant of grace. Mingling the law, and the goſpel 

do- 
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together tends to confound: ſouls in many great points 
which moſt nearly concern God's glory their ſouls 
eternal ſalvation. Tu mix, and mingle the law with 
the goſpel, is to confound _ which are diſtinct, 
and different, and by confounding them, we /o/e | 
both law and goſpel, and are in great danger in the | | 
end to Joſt our own. /ouls. For when the law is 1 
mingled witk the goſpel, or when works are joined 1 
with the free grace of God, and the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt in the iuſiſtcation of ſinners in the fight of God, 1 
che goſpel by this alteration becomes another goſpel than (| 
that which" God has revealed; yea, it becomes no 1 
true goſpel, and they that thus pervert the goſpel, 
and preſume to preach this mingled goſpel are accur- 
ſel; and! if they that preſume to preach it be ac- 
curſed,, ſhall thoſe that Hear, receive and believe it, 


not be accurſee#? Gal. i. 8. To mingle the law with | 


19 


tte goſpel cannot be done without ecliping the glo- 
ry of God's free grace by which finners are ſay [| 
nor without di ing Chriſt, and it cannot be || 
one without the greateſt hazard and prejudice to the [1 
ſouls of ſinners 3 but it hides from them that life | 
„ Kvhick Chriſt has brought to. light thro' the goſ- 
pel ; it hides from ſinners God's way of ſaving ſin- 
ners. Paſters ought therefore to take /pecial care to 
am preach che goſpel of Chriſt purely, without any a- 


me lteration, without mingling the law with it. Lu- | 
be Fiber faith, * The goſpel is ſuch à doctrine as admits no * Expoſiti. | 
ate Wow: oa, it muſt be ſeparated as far from the law as 3% | 
ngs nt is diſtance between heaven: and earth. Our re- | 
NS, ormers reckoned it a very pernicious thing to mingle _ _ ö 
a They (that 
2 and confound law and goſpel. + As the quotation 1 ee | 
r in the margin CVINCCS. formers) very f 
che DR > 2 | (3) I well knew (as {| 
ary, | both Chemni- 
na lin and Bexa informs us) that playing with the ambiguity of the word lau, con. 
of oended (aw and roſpel, laid the root of the moſt pernicious errours to ſpring ub, and. 
Fa rer bread the far with nothing but tares, or worſer weeds, in the room 
| | 


"n0:i/hing corn. They were aware that the perplexed thoughts of law and | 
nor edel chained together, by the unnatural mixture gave birth to that monſtrous 
Con Pep hoſis, by which the monks tranformed the goſpel into-a law; and as | 


ſpel they 
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|| (3) I will now give you ſome reaſons why the 
| | 3 of the goſpel of Chriſt is the principa! 

work and main buſineſs of paſtors. The preaching of 


the goſpel ſtrictly and properly taken is the principal 
work of paſtors, for the reaſons which follow. 


5 (1) Becauſe the goſpel of Chriſt reveals the wy 
4 and means whereby God ſaves ſinners, the chief of 
| ſinners; it makes known the way of ſalvation, re- 
„ veals, and diſcovers the great truths which arc . 
if | ceſſary to be known, and believed. Chriſt has br:3/; 
5 hight and immortality to light thro the goſpel. 2 Pim. 
'F i. 10. Chrift has brought life to light thro” the 
1 goſpel as the out ward means. It is by the goſpe! 

| that we come to know that there is life for fallen 

{ſinful men and women. The law curſes all men 

and women, becauſe they have finn'd, not con- 

| tinued to do what the law requires, Gal. 10. 
| The goſpel reveals that eternal, free, and exceeding 
iF rich love, grace, and favour which is in God, by 
| which ſinners are ſaved, Rom. xvi. 27, 26. Ev. 
n. 4, F, 6, 7, 8. This could never have bcc: dii- 

covered, and known, unleſs God had reveaicd it, 

| and it is no where revealed but in, and by the goſ- 

| Fe The goſpel reveals the great and only S2viour, 

| he law knows nothing of Chriſt Jeſus; it is thc 
goſpel that reveals him who ſaves ſinners. The gel 

* reveals who, and what Chriſt is, and wha! be 

as done and ſuffered in the room and ſtead ot thoie 

that were given unto him. The goſpel informs us, 


— 


— — 


they were not at all ignorant that the proper remedy to cure theſe diſt-mper's 
thoughts, was exactly to diſtinguiſh between the one, and the other, they / #4) 
made a good and ſucceſsful uſe of it: they would give every thing it's pro?! 14 
ſutable to it's nature. If they ſpoke of works, they meant a law preſeri tf, 
and commanding obedience under ſevere penalties ; bur then in thus think 
n ſpeaking, or writing, the goſpel xever came into their minds, nor wasn. 
d in their voice, nor dropped from their pens, But when ever an ideas, 
| | of grace aroſe in their minds, then indeed the next following though; 35 
| coſcel of Chriſt, exc. Mr. Tho, Goodwin's diſcourſe of the true nature fe 
goſpel. Pag. 35, 36, | | Cot oF 
| that 


ont 
im. 

the 
ſpe! 
allen 
men 


CON» 


; Tit. ii. 13. La. ix. 6. Rom. ix. 7 
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that Cbriſt Jeſus is the ſon of the living God, that he 


is God, the moſt high God, the great and mighty God, 
who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, Mat. xvi. 16. 
That there are 
two natures in Chriſt, the divine and humane, is 
clearly revealed by the goſpel, Ia. ix. 6. Mar. i. 
23. John i. 14. Rom. i. 3, 4. chap. ix. 1. The 
goſpel informs us, that Chriſt Jeſus is the ſurety of 
the new and better covenant, and the only media- 
tor between God and man, Heb. vii. 22. 
5. Chriſt's offices and all his mediatory tranſactions 
are made known in and by the goſpel. The goſpel 
diſcovers unto us how, by, and for what, ſinners 
are juſtified in the fight of God. The goſpel tells 
us, that they are juſtified freely by God's grace thro” 
the redemption which is in Chriſt, Rom. iii. 24. The 
are juſtified only and wholly h) Chriſt's imputed righte- 
0/ne/s in God's fight. Nothing can be more clearly 
revealed than this great, glorious, and comfortable truth 
is, in and by the goſpel; * yet this piece of goſpel 
revelation has and ſtill is ſtrangely perverted, 
much oppoſed and denyed, and that by /everal chat 
have made a great profeſſion of Chriſt, and a great noiſe 
about that profeſſion. Iwill direct you to a few texts, 
where you have this important truth, viz. the 4 
fication of ſinners alune by Chriſt's righteouſneſs im- 
pured unto them in the aght of God, clearly re- 
vealed. - As xiii. 39. And by him ( that is Chriſt) 
all that believe are juſtified from all things, &c. This 
is a text that might fence all perverters and oppo- 


I Tim. ii. 


* There are 
others who 
have ſuck'd in 
Arminian and 
Socinian Noti- 
ons; are of. 


Y fended at the 


doctrines of 

the goſpel, 

that have re- 
terence to the 
perſon, the 

offices, the 

mediation, 
the ſatisfact i- 
on, andi the 
interceſſion 

of Chriſt, they 
love lectures 
of morality, | 
temperance, # 
and juſtice ; | 
but they can 
not endure to 


hear of faith 


in Chriſt, and 


of going out of themſelves, and leaning upon Chriſt for righteouſneſs, eternal 
life and ſalvation, This is an errour of ſo pernicious a conſequence, that I cans 
not but tremble at the thoughts of it. This was the errour the apoſtle Pau 
condemned in the Jews, and for which they were condemned, and caſt off 
by God, Rom. X. 3. Being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, they went about td 
ejtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and would not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God, 
And why ſuch perſons ſhould profe/s themſelves to be chriftians, who deny thi 
very ſundamental Articles of Chriſtianity, and ſet themſelves in oppoſition te 
the principal deſign, and end of the goſpel, to me is altogether unaccountable 


Mc. 4ſawood's pract. diſcourſes, pag. 104. 
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ſer 
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ſers of juſtification alone by Chriſt's i righ- 
teouſneſs in God's fight. It is by Cbriſt that all, 
that do believe, are juſtified, not by their faith as x 
work, and imer obedience. By Chrift a. 

bh not by Chriſt and their works. It is by 
oo — mY oe on all 
things; that is, all thei oth original and 
pro mars Comer» ot po Bonk ac yin 


ſin, 1 Cor. i. 30. Phil. iii. 8, . 2 Cor. v. 21. 


guilty, blind ſinners, and with Chriſt he freely gives 


love and lovelineſs 
of Chriſt, Epbeſ iii. 18, 19. 1 Job. iii. 16. Cant. 
v. to, 16. The goſpel reveals the all- ſufficiency and 


ſell· ſufficiency of Chriſt to fave ſinners, even the 
chief of ſinners, Foh. xvii. 2. Heb. vii. 17. 1 76. 
1.7. 1 Tim. i. if. Alls iv. 12. chap. xiii. 38, 
39. The goſpel informs us that all fulneſs dwels 
in Chriſt, and that his riches are unſearchable. 
Col. i. 19. Epheſ. iv. 8. 
The perſon, office, works, and love of God the 
holy & * are all revealed in the goſpel. The goſ- 
us, where ſpiritual life, light, power, grace, 
ith, repentance, love, and every ſpiritual bleſſing 
is, viz. in Chriſt, Job. x. 10. Col. i. 19. chap. . 
3. and iii. 3. Epbeſ i. 7. Ja. xv. 24, 27. Phi. i. 
29. f Job. v. 10. Job. i. 16. n 
And the goſpel informs us how theſe ſpiritual 
_—_ and mercies are beſtowed upon and wrought 
in dead, blind, ſinful, unworthy men and women: 
they are giver freely, without money and without price, 
Iſa. Iv. 1. Rom. viii. 32. The goſpel informs us, 
that God freely beſtowes Chriſt upon unworthy, dea7, 


all the bleſſings of the neu covenant, the covenant of 
grace, viz. pardon, ſpiritual life, faith, repentance, grace 
and glory, Acts v. 31. Rom. v. 17, 21. Chap. vi. 23. 
Eph. ii. 8. Phil. i. 29. 
And the goſpel informs us, that God by his ſpi- 
rit works effeftually and efficacioufly in OR 
| quick- 
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;nickening, and producing ſpiritual life, light, pow- 
d, faith, and repentance, in dead, dark asd anbelie- 
ving 1mpenitent Sinners, Epheſ. i. 17, 18, 19, 20. 


(2) To preach the 
of miniſters of Chriſt, 


y we 4 Regeneration, 
om. i. 16. that is, it is a 
powerful inſtrument in God's hand to regenerate 
ſinners, to make them wiſe unto ſalvation. Tho? 
the preaching of the goſpel be look'd upon as 2 
foolith thing in the world, yet God makes uſe of 
it to effect that which all the men of the world 
with all their wiſdom, and power, cannot effect. 
Jam. i. 18. The impulſive moving cauſe of rege- 


to effect this great and mi 
1 Cor. i. 18, 21, 24, 27. 


neration is dhe good pleaſure of God z be bas mercy on 


whom be will haue mercy, 
nother, becauſe it ſeems good unto him to do /o, Mat, 
xi. 24, 27. The Spirit of God is the efficzent Cauſe, 
or worker of oe pc ne Fob. iii. 3, 5. The preach- 
ing of the goſpel the ordinary outward means, or iu- 
firumental Cauſe, Gal. iii. 2. Dr. Taylor ſaith, b. 

works is meant the doctriue of juſtsfication by wor 


dofrine of the go pol, hearing being put for the 
thing heard, and faith, for doctrine believed. 
The believing Galatians received the ſpirit which 
works regeneration, faith, and repentance not by or 
in hearing the law preach'd, but by or in hearing the 
$0/pel preach'd. This we mult carefully obſerve that 


ſyllables of it, but depends wholly in ma of efficacy upon 


6. 1 Cor. iii. 6. The goſpel is but the inſtrument, 
God the efficient cauſe. * The goſpel is the power of 


. 
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encrates one and not a- 


of the law, and by hearing of faith, is meant the 


this power of the goſpel ſtand not in the letters and 
the ſpirits working wit lor by it, 2 Cor. x. iv chap. 3, 
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in a way of iuſtrumentallity, (as Mr. Charnock trib. Vol. 1. 
| y | ſtr lity, ( | 5 Pg. 468,470. 
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The out- has worded it) but the almigbtine /i of God is + 
ward inſtru- principal! in way of efficiency. The goſpel is a 


ment where- 


| by the Soirit à bare word fpoken, = ag ge the thing; but 
of 


God uſes to as backed with a higher, efficacy of grace: as the 
work ſanctifi- ſword doth inſtrumentally cut, but the arm that wiclds 
2 _ it gives the blow, and makes it ſucceſsful in the 
heart of man. ſtroke. But this goſpel is the power of God, becauſe 
is the preach- he edges this by his own power, to ſurmount all 
ing of the glad reſiſtance, and vanquiſh the greateſt malice of that man 
ning of the he defigns to work upon. The manner of converſion 


| , - ſnews no leſs the power of God. There is not on- 


grace, the pro- 1 an irreſiſtible force uſed in it „ but an agreeable 
miſes of God's ſweetneſs. The power is ſo efficacious, that nothing 
oy grace and can vanquifſh it; and ſo feet, that none did ever 
Cb. True complain of it. The almighty vertue diſplays it (elf 
it is, the Lord invincibly, yet without conſtraint; compelling the will 
ſometimes by without offering: violence to it, and making it ccaſe to 
vo rr rg be will: not forcing it, but changing it; not dragging 
bur more uſu. it, but drawing it; making it will, where before it 
ally by the mild; removing the corrupt nature of the will, without 
miniſtry of invading the created nature and rights of the Facultics; 


the law uſes od On 0 5 
w prepare 20 working in us againſt the phyſical nature of the 


men unto will, but working 7 will, (Phil. ii. 13.) This work 
grace, and is therefore called creation, reſurreftion, to ſhew it's 
work a kind jryepftable power; tis called illumination, per/wwa/ion, 


of repentance ; oy 
and change in drawing, to thew the ſutableneſs of it's efficacy to the 


the heart of nature of the humane faculties : Tis a drawing <!th 
man, But the cords, which teſtifies an invincible ſtrength ; but with 


means where- cop ds of love, which teſtifies a delightful conqueſt : "Tis 


„ hard to determine whether it be more powerful than 


indeed, to ſweet, or more ſweet than powerful. 
mortifie and — | 
kill fin in the root, to work a ſaving change, and true grace in his heart, b 
by preaching the goſpel, and making known to him God's mercy in Chriſt. Io 
lam teſtimonies I will give you for this, 2 Cor, iii. 6, 8. Gal. iii. 2. that 
is, by hearing the doctrine of faith, the doctrine of the goſpel which teaches 
Juſtification by faith alone. Mr. Hilderſham on P/al. li. pag. 732. 


(3) To preach the goſpel of Chriſt is the prince 
pal work of a paſtor, becauſe the preaching o. * 
| hr 


Mr. Wood's Otdination, & 


| goſpel of Chriſt is the outward and ordinary means by 


rhe ordinary outward means by which G 


* © Oy — —p f 2 


which God edifies and comforts true believers. By it 


God feeds, nouriſhes, corroborates, and confolates 


the new creature wrought in the Soul, when rege- 
nerated. By it God increaſes ſpiritual life, ſaving 


knowledge, ** faith; ſincere love, and unfeign- 
. 


ed repentance, 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. By the e 
ing of the goſpel true believers grow in ſpiritual 
knowledge, in the knowledge of God in Chriſt, 


and of Chriſt crucified ; by it they grow ſtronger + 


in faith, and more fervent in love, and are more 


and more ſantificd, //a. xl. 31. Adds xx. 45 Joh. 


xvii. 19. It is by the preaching of the goſpel that 
God comforts true believers when they are forrow- 
ful, I/. Ki. 1, 2,3. * This (faith Dr. S:later) has 
the goſpel peculiar to itſelf, to wit, to reveal the way 
of rats, to be an inſtrument to work faith, con- 
firm and increaſe it in true belieyers, ſo that no other 
dotrine partakes in it, no not the law itſelf, being in 
*t/elf the miniſtry of Condemnation (2 Cor. iii. 6.) and 
when it is moſt powerful, working nothing but a pre- 
paration to the grace publiſhed and wrought by the 
goſpel, Gal. iii. 24. Heb. vii. 19. 

+ The end and uſe of the Nolden is, firſt to ma- 
nifeſt that righteouſneſs in Chriſt, whereby the cle 
law is ſatisfied and ſalvation attain d. Secondly, it 
is the inſtrument, and as it were, the conduit Pi 
of the Holy-gholt to faſbion and derive faith into the 
ſoul: By which faith, they which believe, do as 
with an hand, apprehend Chriſt's righteouſnetz, 
Nom. i. 16, 17. Fob. vi. 63. 1 Cor. i. 17. 

muſt here add ſome-thing concerning the two 
laſt particulars, leſt there be a wrong interpretation 
ut upon them, and a wrong #uſe made of them; 

or I have reaſon to think that ſome will be ready e- 
nough to carp at, gontemn, and deſpiſe what I have 
written, 

By my aſſerting that the preaching of the goſpel 
con- 
verts 
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verts ſinners, and edifies and coraforts Saints, I dg 


* „„ 224 E6＋Züſ1 2 — 2 


not mean that it is the only outward means, or in- 
ſtrument by which God converts ſinners, and edi- 


fies and comforts ſaints; but I mean, that it is the 


moſt a/ual outward means, by which God gens 
converts ſinners, and edifacs. and comforts ſaints. ] 
readily acknowledge that God has converted fin- 
ners by other means, as reading the goſpel, or rea- 
ding {ome books treating ot, opening and exphain- 


ing the goſpel, &c. And that God edifies and com- 


forts by other means, as reading, meditating, pray- 
ing, ſpiritual- conference, and the ogdinance 0: the 
Lord's-fupper. Bur yet it is but rarely, Go /-- 
quently makes uſe of the law opened to convince of 
ſin, tor by it is the T fin, Rom. iii. 29, 
But that God often makes utc of the law for or in 


the conver ſiom of ſinners I do not believe, becauſc God 


has not (that I remember) made /e of it in con- 
verting any of thoſe perſons whoſe converſion 1s c- 
corded in {Cripturez yet I will not fay that he ne- 
ver doth it. WWE : 

(4) The APPLICATION. 

(1) Is it fo that Chriſt has ſet in and given unto 
his churches officers, whoſe principal work is to 
preach the goſpel, then we may infer hence that 
Chriſt's love to, and care of, his people is, ed. 
zng great; it is a tranſcendant love. He has not on- 


ly given them the goſpel, but alſo officers to open 


and apply it, Jer. iii. 15. Ezek. xxxiv. 11. EHU v: 


11. And he gave, &c. 


(2) Is it fo that the preaching of the goſpel of 


Chriſt is the principal work of ' paſtors, thc! we 


may learn hence that thoſe who are ſet part 
to that office and work, ſhould have a. right Cu- 


. ledge of the goſpel of Cbriſt. A man ſhould nor de- 


fire the office of a paſtor, till he has ſome right 


ſpiritual- knowledge of the . goſpel. One ignorant 


of the goſpel of Chriſt is altogether unfit to » © 
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n. | paſtor ; tho* he may know languages, arts and ſci- 

1. ences. Tho' the knowledge of tongues, arts and a 
® ſciences may be ſerviceable (if rightly 'improv'd and 

ly 


ned) to tniniſters of the goſpel, eſpecially the knows 
ledge of theſe tongues in which the old and new _ © 
teſtaments were ſpoken ; yet the knowledge of ton- 


| gucs, arts and ſciences, without a right-ſpiritual 
wad knowledge of the goſpel of Chriſt, will not quali- 
208 fie perſons, as Chriſt requires, for paſtors of chur- 
* ches. Such may preach morality, they may preach 
55 themſelves but they cannot preach Chrift feſiis the 


Lord as they ought. They cannot preach the got- 
of pel a- right to — who have ha? a right 3 
9. MW icdge of it themſelves. If the blind lead the blind, 
- both may fall into rhe ditch,. Ja. ix. 16. Ignorance 

cauſes errour, and errour deſtruction. They are the 
ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and therefore ought to know 


hal his revealed will, the meſſage which they mult tell 
to mers: They have the word of reconciliation 
committed unto them, and fo ought to know it, 
or elſe they cannot open it to others. If perſons 
uy o not know the goſpel of Chriſt they cannot preach 
*. it; they may preach what they fancy to be it, bur 
Fs” the 29/pel of Chriſt they cannot preach. 
2 + (3) Is it ſo that preaching the goſpel of Chriſt 
* 5 tcllin „ bringing and opening a joytul meſſage, 
| gia! ridings, then we may hence infer, that the 
people ſhould give miniſters of the goſpel kind eu- 
1 of MY ment, and encourage chem in their work. Kind. 
6 entertainment is what perſons which bring good 
q 105 news may expect; may not then miniſters of the 
Ln goſpel expect kind entertainment, who bring the 
1 veſt news that ever ſinners heard, or can hear? 
wy Bur tho” this is what they might expect, they ſel- 
">, dom meet with it. 
50 The beſt and moſt faithful miniſters of Chriſt 
Fay ve met with bad treatment from {ſinners z the ge- 


icrality of thoſe among whor they preached, re- 
Saab mh, - Tas proached, | 
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"| | proached, reviled, and perſecuted them. They 
'Þ were accountcd the filth and off- ſcouring f 7 


PP omen, — WP. 


. 


f world; and both themſelves, and their meſſage p- 
! | fully rejected. We then need not think it 7g 
if we mcect with the like treatment. One would 

think if paſtors were not kindly entertained #9; 
their perſonal giſts, and the dignity of their oſhiec, 


. they thould for Chriſt's fake, whoſe ambaſſo;; 
4h they are, and for their joyful meſſage ſake. "They 

i that deſpiſe the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, dclpile 

if Chriſt, and they that deſpiſe Chriſt, deſpiſc him 


14 that ſent Chriſt; and is not this an heinous Sin? | 
141 Luke X. 16. 


(4) Is it ſo that the principal work, and main 
buſineſs of paſtors is to preach the goſpel of Chriſt, W 
| . then we may infer hence, that they ſhould ie, We 
it pally attend on this work, diligentiy and fai, |: 

| perform it. It is a paſtor's principal work, and Wt 
therefore he muſt take care that it be done, „ca, WW: 
Mþ that it be well done, faithfully done according 
| to his belt skill, and power. A paſtor has other Wi 
work, for as we ſaid before, he muſt preach the 
law, and he mutt allo adminiſter the ordinances of 
the new teſtament, baptiſm and the Lord's-{uppecr, 
and mind that the diſcipline of Chrift be duciy 
| excrciſed, c. 


* — — - — — 


ut the preaching of the goſpel of Chriſt is 1 
| Principal work, and muſt cbiey be minded. 5 
if ” It concerns God's glory, and the ſalvation ot 
thoic that hear them, and their own ſalvation; b 
|| and therefore cannot be eglected, or careleſly per- ] 
| Bit tormed without diſnonomr to God, and wrong o WM: 
Wt their own and other fouls, Prov. viii. 26. But be 
| that ſins againſt me wrongs his own ſoul. Jer. xl ill. 
| | 10. Cirſed be he that doth the work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully, or nogligenti). 1 Cor. xi. 16. For 160 / 
preach the goſpel, I have nothing to glory of : fo 4 
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W 11e/i'y is laid upon me; yea, wo is unto me, if I 


preach not the goſpel. 


(5) Is it fo that the goſpel reveals unto us the 
way of ſalvation, and that the preaching of it, is 
the outward ordinary means or inſtrument, by 
which God regenerates ſinners, edifies and com- 
forts ſaints, then we may infer hence that we have. 
good reaſon to be thankful for the * golpel, and goſ- 
pel miniſtry, We have deſtroyed our ſelves by 
our ſins, are all guilty before God as we are the 
children of apoſtate Adam, all dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins; the goſpel reveals unto us how God ſaves, 
pardons, quickens, and glorifies ſuch guilty, dead, 
and miſerable creatures; and is the inſtrument 
whereby God regenerates ſinners, and edifies and 
comforts ſaints. Surely then thoſe that enjoy the 
goſpcl and a goſpel miniſtry, are bound to much 
thnktulnels, To enjoy the goſpel and a goſpel 
miniſtry, is a much greater mercy and privilege than 
to enjoy houſes and lands, gold and filver; tho” it 
is to be feared, there arc but few that 22 the 
gel and the miniſtry thereof above the fore-men- 
tioned worldly enjoyments. 1 are but few 
that can truly ſay as the pſalmiſt did, in P/al. cxix. 
72, 127, God has not dealt fo with every nation 
as he has done with this; and where 20 viſion is 
there the People periſh. We ſhould, one would 
think, praiſe God with one accord for the enjoy- 
ment ot the goſpel and goſpel minittry > but alas! 
lome are /o far from being thankful, that they con- 
121, reproach, and revile both the goſpel and a goſ- 
fel- miniſtry. But let us praiſe God for the glad 
dings of the goſpel, let us be thankful, chat /ighr 
1s riſen upon us, that the day ſpring from on bigh bas 
U/ired us, and that yet our eyes behold the prea- - 
chers of the goſpel. 


{6) Is it ſo that the preaching of the goſpel A 
Rs ne CS. the 
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the principal work of paſtors, then we may et 
hence, that it is the duty of the People 0 hear the 
goſpel preached, and to receive it in faith and love 
unfeignedty. It it be the principal work of the 
miniſters of Chriſt to h the goſpel p/::y/;, 
faithfully, and purely, it is certainly the duty of the 

eople to hear it artemively, reverently, conſam, 
and believingly. I will direct you to a few tent, 
which will inform you how you ought to attend 
on this ordinance, the preaching of the golpc!. x, 
Pet: ii. 1, 2, 3. Hel. v. 2. Jam. i. 19, 20, 21. 
One would think that ſinners would be very 1:72; 
tive when they hear the gofpel of peace pre:ched, 
and Heartily wel-come all the glad tidings of good 
things. But yet it is to be feared that there are 
multitudes in this day of apoftacy that are more ton 
tive to hear thoſe things that tend nothing to the 
good, but may be to the great hurt and detriment 
of their precious and immortal fouls, than thy arc 
to hear the goſpel preached, which is the power 
of God unto falvation. | 

The carriage of ſome at Sermons may be for 1 
lamentation; they behave themſelves as if the gel- 
pel preached no way concerned them. And yer 1 
concerns all, both ſinners and ſaints; for Go! by 
it converts ſinners and edifies and comforts us 
That one ſhould neglect to hear the goſpel, no- 
ther deſpiſe it, and a third perſcute it, and hoſe 
that preach it, is what we ought to /amen!, und 
pity them thar act ſo foil, Matt. xxii. 1, „ 
4, 6, 7, 8. They are enemies to their own preci- 
ous ſouls, to their eternal happineſs, who i cd 
of receiving the goſpel juyfully in faith and de 
do treat it and thoſe that bring it with „cn and 
deriſion, and rife up againſt it and hem with © /117t 
of rebellion and perſecution. 


(7) Is it fo that the goſpel is the outward means 
Vhuch reycals the way of falyation, and the prob: 
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ing of it the outward and ordinary means by which 
God regenerates ſinners and edifies and comforts 
ſaints, then let us learn hence to pray importunately 
unto God to bleſs his own appointment, to make 
the goſpel and the plain and pure preaching of it, 
ſucceſsful. Iyer us all both miniſters and people, 
pray carneſtly and belicvingly unto God to manifeſt 
and put forth his almighty power by the goſ 
preached, for the converſion and falvation of ſin- 
ners. Paſtors will have reaſon to ſay, M ho has be- 
lieved our report, till God reveal his arm, lend his 
hand, and porr bis ſpirit from on high upon ſinners, 
Ifa. liii. 1. chap. xxxii. 15. i. 21.; Ie is 


God that quickens thoſe that are dead in treſpaſſes 


and fins, that enlightens thoſe that are blind, and 
makes the ſtubborn a willing and obedient People. 
Eobeſ. ii. 1, &c. La. xlii. 16. Fohnvi. 45. Pſal. 
cx. 3. Paſtors are but inſtruments, and their preach- 
ws the goſpel is but an inſtrument z and what can 
int 


ruments do without ſome to uſe them and work 
by them? Paſtors can do nothing of themſelves, 
but as Chriſt works by them. Nom. xv. 18. As if 
he ſhould have ſaid, I dare not for all the world 
think or fay that I made the Gentiles, that heard 


me to be obedient both in word and deed; no, 


ao, it was Chrift and he alone that did it, he did 
work it by me as his poor inſtrument. 
God in Chriſt by the preaching of the goſpel, that 


And it is 


makes true believers to grow in grace and in the 
mo" of Chriſt, and comforts them, Hof. xiv. 


c. 1s. li. 12. Paul may plant, and Apollos wa- 
ter, but it is God who gives the increaſe. We 


ſhould then pray hard unto God, wreſtle with 


him at the throne of Grace, that he would by the 


preaching of the goſpel convert ſinners, build up 
and comfort true belicvers. 
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